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was placed under the command of Alexander McDougall, the second under Gozen Van Schaick, the third under James Clinton, and the fourth under Colonel Holmes.*
The Convention had resumed its session, and a resolve having been passed by the Continental Congress, to provide cannon for the armament of the forts ordered to be constructed in the Highlands, the Provincial Congress deemed this sufficient warrant to direct the removal of the cannon from the battery in the city.*   Captain Lamb was ordered to this service, and on the 23d August, with his company, assisted by a part of a corps of independents of the command of Col. Lasher, and a body of the citizens, proceeded in the evening to execute the order of the Congress.    Some intimation must have been given to Captain Vandeput, the commander of the Asia (a line of battle-ship stationed off the Battery), of the intended movement; for upon the arrival of the  military, they found a barge and crew, lying on their oars, close under the Fort.f    A detachment of observation was accordingly stationed on the parapet, to watch the proceedings of the enemy, with orders to return the fire if attacked.   As soon as the artillery was in motion, a false fire was signaled from the boat; and immediately afterwards, a musket was discharged at the citizens, who returned it with a volley.    The barge retreated to the ship, with several killed and wounded, and when out of the range of fire from the Asia, three guns from the ship were discharged in quick succession.    The drums on the Battery beat to arms, and were answered by a broadside  from the Asia, of round and grape; and the fire was rapidly repeated for some time.f Meanwhile the cannon were moved off with great deliberation; and all that were mounted, twenty-one pieces, were safely carried away.     Three men were wounded on the Battery; and some damage was done to the houses near the Fort, and at Whitehall.    The alarm was serious in the city,
* American Archives.
t Holt's paper.                 J Idem.